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2 SAMUEL XXII. 3. 


He that Ruleth over Men muſt be Fuſt, ruling in 
the Fear of God. 


HE firſt Verſe informs us that 
theſe were ſome of the laſt Words 
of that good and religious Prince 


David; Words which he uttered 


by the Spirit of the Lord; Words becoming 


the Almi ghty Governor of the World, and ſuch 
as we may imagine he would infuſe into one 
of his Vicegerents on Earth, his own anointed 
King of 1/ae!. 

David's own Experience in a long Reign 
over his People of forty Years, and the Obſer- 
vation he made upon the Governors of them 
before him, might have ſuggeſted to him the 
Truth of this Maxim: In his Pſalms we often 
hear him complaining of his own Miſery when 
he had forſaken this Rule 5 That many Troubles 
were come about him, becauſe his Sins had taken 
Fuch hold upon him : And he might be inform- 
ed that many of his Predeceſſors underwent 
the Correction of the Lord, for their Deviations 
B from 
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from the Paths of Juſtice and Religion. Hence, 
at his departure from this World, he pro- 
nounces, (as an Admonition to Solomon) That 
be that Ruleth over Men muſt be Fuſt, ruling in 
the Fear of the Lord. © 

I do not preſume in every Particular to point 
out the Daty of a King, it being a Taſk of 
greater Moment and Latitude than I am able 


to maſter, But it can't be improper upon this 


Occaſion to ſhew, That Juſtice and Religion 
are the brigheſt Jewels in'a Royal Crown. 
In order to which I will endeavour to prove : 


Firft, That Princes, or the higher Powers, 
are originally of Divine Authority. 

Secondly, Shew that hereby their Obligations 

to Juſtice and Religion are facred and in- 
diſpenſable. From whence, 

Thirdly, I ſhall take Occaſion to conſider the 
great Miſchiefs ariſing from Injuſtice and 
Oppreſſion, in regard to Mankind in ge- 
neral, 


Firſt, then: The Sacredneſs of their Perſons, 
and the Divine Authority they are inveſted 
with, raife Princes to ſuch a Degree of Dig- 
nity above the common Level, as ſtrikes an- 
Awe and Reverence into their Inferiors. By a 


Divine Authority, I do not mean an immediate 


* for that cannot be ex- 
pected, 
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pected, except in a Theocracyz or where God 


. vouchſafes his more viſible Interpoſition, and 


himſelf chuſes the Rulers of a People, as in 
the Government of the Jraelites. But the Di- 
vine Authority of Princes may. be eſtabliſhed 
upon another Foundation, from God's ſecret In- 
fluence, by his putting it into the Hearts of a 
People to elect a particular Perſon to reign 
over them for their common Good, by which 
Means they become the Inſtrumerits of his Will 
and Direction. As in many Inſtances of his 


Providence, though we ſee not the Hand of 


Heaven immediately operating, but the Works 
of Nature are made Uſe of as ſecondary Means 
to produce the deſigned Effects, yet the Event 
that reſults from them ought not to be the leſs 
eſteemed of Divine Appointment : In like 
manner may Princes be faid to be of Divine 
Authority, though they are exalted to that high 
Station by the Voice of their People. And 
this is the Senſe which the Generality and Beſt 
of Interpreters put upon thoſe Words of St. 
Paul to the Romans, chap. xiii. ver. 1. That 
all. Power is of God : And what may confirm 
us in this Interpretation beyond all Diſpute, is, 
that thoſe Emperors to whoſe Subjects St. Paul 
directs that Epiſtle, were uſually choſen by a 
Military Power; as appears to any one that is 
the leaſt converſant in the Roman Hiſtory ; ne- 
vertheleſs he tells them that ſuch an Election 1s 
the Ordinance of God. 

Ba If 
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If it ſhould be here enquired that ſince Princes 
are by this Means ultimately of Divine Ap- 
pointment, how it is agreeable to the Goodneſs 
* of God, and the Love which he bears to his 
N Creatures, that ſo many bad ones ſhould have 
tyrannized in the World; it may perhaps be 
accounted for by conſidering them as his In- 
ſtruments to puniſh the Sins and Depravity of 
a vicious People. Thus when the fooliſh and 
misjudging Hraelites were diſcontented under 
his Protection, and requeſted of him a King to 
govern them like other Nations, he gave them 
one according, to their Petition, but ſuch an one 
as quickly manifeſted the Folly of it to them, 

by his Severity and Oppreſſion. 
But when St. Paul, in the Chapter above- 
mentioned, requires Obedience to the Higher 
Powers, from this Motive of Divine Authority; 
He means not to deprive the People abſolutely 
of their Liberty, as we are frequently admo- 
niſned by his own Example. Thus, as under 
the Roman Government, thoſe who were Civi- 
tate Donati, had great Privileges, the Apoſtle 
pleads this Right, A, xxii. 25. when he was 
bound by order of the chief Captain Lyſias; is 
it lawful for you, fays he, to ſcourge a Man that 
ig @ Roman and uncondemned ? Thus again in the 
16th Chapter, he reprimands the Magiſtrates 
who had ordered them to be beaten openly, 
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25th Chapter, when the Fews would have put 


him to Death; No Man, ſays he, may deliver 


me unto them, I appeal unto Cæſar. 


This Defence of the Apoſtle's was by no 
means a ſeditious Reſiſtance ; but an Intimation 


to us who live after him, that the Meaſure of 
Obedience in every Government is the Law and 


Conſtitution of that Government : To which, 
in every well-ordered Community, Princes, as 
well as Subjects, are oblig'd religiouſly to ad- 
here. For they are to Rule and Govern, as 
well as the Subject is to be Ruled and Governed, 


by the eſtabliſned Laws: Which, when they 


faithfully obſerve, there can be but little Con- 
troverſy about their juſt Demands of Obedience 
from the People. | 

When a Sovereign, I ſay, looks upon him- 
ſelf as ſet over a Nation for its Happineſs and 
Security, whilſt he- is watchful to prevent Inva- 
ſions from Abroad, and the more dangerous 
inteſtine Commotions, he may juſtly demand 


Fidelity and Submiſſion from his protected Sub- 


jects. And what invaluable Bleſſings the due 
and regular Execution of the Laws, (the true 
Cauſes of real Liberty;) and a free and undiſ- 
turb'd Enjoyment of our Properties and Privi- 
leges both at Home and Abroad; What Bleſ- 
ſings theſe are, may ſoon be perceiv*d by thoſe 
who feel the happy Effects of them, or by 
obſerving the Miſery of thoſe who know the 

Want 


Want of them: And if theſe are obtain'd and 
imparted throughout a Nation by the Juſtice 
and Wiſdom of a Prince, to intercept ſuch a 
general Benevolence muſt be inexpreſſible Mad- 
neſs ; it is to fight againſt our own Happineſs, 
and, under the Pretence of ſome imaginary In- 
jury, or lawleſs Liberty, to involve ourſelves at 
laſt into Servitude. 

Therefore, it is not only our Duty to be ſub- 
ject to the Higher Powers, but Prudence and 
our on private Intereſt require it of us. The 
Advantages under almoſt every Government are 
ſo many, and the private Injuries Men may re- 
ceive ſo few and inconſiderable, that Diſobedi- 
ence to it is every Way inexcuſable: Nothing 


but a general Grievance, and where there is an 


Endeavour to ſubvert the Fundamentals of Go- 
vernment, and to deſtroy the Conſtitution, can 
be a ſufficient Vindication and 1 for 
Rebellion. 

Having thus conſidered the high Character # 
Sovereign Prince bears; Let us, in the 

Second Place, Examine into his Obligations 
to behave in it with the ſtricteſt Regard, firſt 
to Juſtice, and ſecondly Religion. He that 
Ruleth over Men muſt be Juſt, ruling in the 
Fear of God. + 

And here, (as has been obſerv'd) he is to be 
looked upon as a Perſon ſacred, and appointed 
by Heaven to order and regulate the Affairs of 

a Num- 
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a Number of People, as well in Matters Eccle- 
ſiaſtical as Civil. 1 f 
To begin therefore with his Juſtice in Civil 
Government; when he conſiders himſelf the 
Servant of the Living God, and that here be- 
low he is acting immediately under him, in 
every Command he puts forth, he is firſt to 
conſider and to judge (as far as he is able) 
whether it be agreeable to the Will of God. 
And as the great Lawgiver of the World de- 
parts not from thoſe Rules of Right and Wrong 
(the Eternal Diſtinctions of moral Good and 
Evil,) which he has eſtabliſhed amongſt Men 
as the Guides and Directions of their Actions, 
and Judges them according to their Agreement 
or Diſagreement with them: So is it a Duty 
incumbent upon a Prince to imitate the King 
of Kings in this Particular, as much as in his 
power; to behave amongſt his Subjects with- 
out Paſſion or Partiality ; Infirmities which be- 
long only to bafer Minds, and ſuch who are 
fit to be governed. From hence we may learn 
what a bad Ingredient in the Compoſition of a 
Prince is the Spirit of Ambition, it 1s proper 
only for one of Machiavels Forming, who is 
to wade thro' every Vice, 'to trample upon 
every Virtue, and to dilate his Dominions : 
But little becomes him, whoſe Care and Bu- 
ſineſs it is to Rule over his People in Equity 


and Truth. A calm and ſedate Diſpoſition is 
here 
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here required, whoſe Eye and Mind is not al- 
ways invidiouſly extended upon his Neighbour's 


Poſſeſſions, but is diligent and watchful to rec- 
tify and preſerve his own. It was, we may 


imagine, from the happy Influence of ſuch a 
Temper, that Plato wiſhed all Kings were Phi- 
loſophers, or all Philoſophers Kings. 


Both facred and profane Hiſtory will furniſh 
us with Examples of the flouriſhing Condition 


of a People, when govern'd by a Sovereign of 
ſuch Conduct, Juſtice, and Moderation. Theſe 
are Virtues, which, as they procure the Wel- 
fare and Happineſs of the Subject, ſo are they 
every Way productive of Quiet, Security, 


and Felicity in the Prince. Juſtice is a Virtue 


ſo amiable, that wherever it is practiſed and 
obſerved, it is ſure to meet with a propor- 
tionable Reward. The meaneſt Perſon who is 
guided by it, in his little Sphere of Life, will 
always meet with the Applauſe and Eſteem of 
his Neighbour. But when he who has the Care 
of Numbers upon him, makes it the Meaſure of 
his Councils and Actions, the Gratitude of thoſe 
who feel the Benefit of it, will ſcarce be able 
to expreſs their Returns of Love by which they 
ſhould requite it. In every part of Life, ſuch is 
the Harmony betwixt the obliging and obliged ; 
when the-Good that is propagated flows from 
the rational Foundation of Juſtice and Truth. 
The public Good is the only End of Govern- 

ment, 
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ment, which chiefly conſiſts in the Practice 
of diſtributive Juſtice, and proportioning Re- 
wards and Penalties to the Merits or Denn 
of Men. 

Zut this is not all, it 1 bet andy he Mun 
poral Proſperity of his People that a Prince 
ſhould regard, but at the ſame Time his own 
future and eternal Happineſs. Was this the 
Caſe, was the Sovereign to forget Futurity, and 
entirely bend his Thoughts to the Welfare of 
his Subjects, without a View to an hereafter, 
He muſt become the Slave. For Care and 
Anxiety naturally attend an exalted Condition, 
and the higher the Eminence, ſo much the 
more expoſed to Storm and Trouble. 

The Fatigues therefore which attend an 
Earthly Crown, are to be recompenced by an 
Heavenly one, which is liable to no Moleſtation. 


Thus, He that Ruleth over Men muſt be Juſt, 
as he is not exempt from the Judgment of the 
laſt Day, but muſt be accountable for the Ac- 
tions done in his Body, 


Another Reaſon why a Prince ſhould be Juſt, 
is, for an Example to his People. We may 
learn from every Hiſtory, that the Virtues or 
Vices of a Sovereign, ſhewnd their good or bad 


Influences accordingly amongſt their Subjects. 
C Thoſe 
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Thoſe who are near his Perſon, will naturally 


Court his Favour by Methods moſt agreeable to 


his Diſpoſition, Is he therefore a Friend to 
Juſtice, whatever the Minds of thoſe about him 
may be, he will oblige them to an outward 
Obſervance of this Virtue, tho' their Inclina- 
tions may inwardly be otherwiſe: This will 
naturally diffuſe it throughout a Nation, and 
Men of every Condition will be induced to 
imitate it according to their ſeveral Abilities. 


The native Beauty of Juſtice will receive 


much Addition, when it is thus ſupported and 


encouraged by Royalty and Power; and when 
thoſe who move over us in higher Spheres are 
directed by it, the good Effects which flow 
from it, will make Men ſenſible of their Obli- 
gations to obſerve it. 


There is a particular Pride in moſt Men to 
be like their Superiors : As therefore the Ex- 
amples of thoſs that Rule over us, are of ſuch 
Force and Extent, it becomes them to be very 


cautious, what kind of Actions they ſhew forth 


to Men for their Imitation; being aſſured that 
they will ſee them again often repreſented ac- 
cording to each one*s Power and Capacity, 


This Virtue which we are now treating of, is 
ſo requiſite in a Prince, that if he is not poſ- 
, ſeſſed 
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fefſed of it (in a very high Degree) his People 
can ſcarcely eſcape being miſerable; becauſe In- 
ſtances are ſo conſtantly offered where he muſt 
exerciſe it in great Matters, that without it 
Numbers muſt ſuffer Injury. And becauſe it is 
not for mortal Eyes, though placed in the 
moſt exalted Condition, to be every where 
preſent, therefore Laws were invented to ſup- 
ply this Defect; and wiſe and able Magiſtrates 
ordain*d, to ſee them faithfully and impartially 
executed. And here the Diligence and Care 
of a Prince will be required, to ſee that ſuch 
his Servants diſcharge their Offices with Fide- 
lity, that by this Means Juſtice may every 
where be as equally diſtributed as if he was in 
Perſon to be always preſent z knowing how 
neceſſary it is to the Honour and Intereſt of his 
Crown, to retain prudent and able Men 1n its 
Service, that by this means the Courſe of Juſ- 
tice may be impartially adminiſtred, Oppreſs 
ſion prevented, and Injuries redreſſed. 


A Government, I fay, thus diſtributed into 
the Hands of wiſe, faithful, and honeſt Per- 
ſons, is certainly the greateſt Bleſſing to the 
People, as it is moſt honourable to the King : 
Under. ſuch an Adminiſtration, private Pro- 
perty is ſecured, Liberty advanced, and the 
general Credit, Happineſs, and Proſperity of 
the whole Community ſecured and eftabliſhed. 

C 2 And 


And as the Adherence to Juſtice amongſt his 
own People muſt neceſſarily procure him their 
Love and Affection, ſo will it gain him Abroad 
the Eſteem and Value of other Potentates; 
who will naturally ſollicit the Friendſhip of 
one where they find Truth and Integrity 1 
witk Power. | 


In this view, He that Ruleth over Men muff 
ze Fuſt, and maintain a publick Fidelity with 
neighbouring Nations. This is a Wiſdom, and 
this a Knowledge, which, (according to the 
Prophet's Phraſe) Ja. wxxiii. 6. will be the Sta- 
bility of his Times; when he to whom the Lord 
has given Strength and Dominion, makes them 
not the Means of Wrong and Oppreſſion, but 
the Inſtruments of the Peace and Welfare of 


If any Thing can exalt a Character above 
; Human, it muſt be the Greatneſs of Power 
thus righteouſly employed : For conſider, that 
the Happineſs or Miſery of the World, is, in 
ſome Meaſure, intruſted in a few Hands, and 
it is oftentimes the Behaviour of governing 
Princes which determines the one or the other. 
When the Almighty there fore ſees them ruling 
according to his Will, He may expect from a 
People ſo happily governed,” the Returns of 


Gratitude : Whilſt their en and Diſ- 
| quiet 
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cited him to break his Word ; that if Juſtice 


1 
quiet given to a juſt and good King, will be 
imputed to them for a Sin, 


A Reward is certainly due to ſo great Merit, 
which though God may abundantly Recom- 
pence: hereafter, yet it is the People's Duty to 
pay him the Offerings of Love and Affection; 
as the Condition of a Nation muſt be very de- 


 Plorable, when ſcourged by Cruelty and In- 


juſtice, To this purpoſe, it was a remarkable 
Anſwer of a great Emperor, to one who ſolli- 


and Fidelity were in Danger of being baniſhed 
the Earth, the laſt Refuge and Sanctuary they 
ſhould take, ſhould be in the Breaſt of a Prince. 
By which he meant, That it was for little and 
contracted Minds to be guilty of Fraud and 
Treachery, and ſuch like puſillanimous Vices; 
But little became one whom Providence had 
entruſted with the Reins of Government, and 
placed- above the common Accidents of Life, 
which are too frequently the Occaſions of them 
in Perſons. of an inferior Condition. 


Thus much may ſuffice to make it appear, 
that He that Ruleth over Men muſt be Fuſt : As 
it will ſecure the Happineſs of his People, by 
encouraging in them the ſame Virtue : As it 
will raiſe and eſtabliſh his own Reputation in 
the World : And, above all, as it will highly 
contribute to his eternal Welfare, 

I am 
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Jam in the Second Place to offer ſome Rea- 
ſons, why He that Ruleth over Men, foould Rule 
them in the Fear of God. 


2 need not detain you to prove that this 
Phraſe and Religion ſignify the ame Thing: 
The Fear of the Lord and Religion being fo 
frequently uſed as ſynonymous” in the facred 
Writings. That a Prince therefore ſhould 


make Religion his Care may appear from. 


hence : The ultimate End and Deſign of God's 
creating the World was for his own Glory, and 


the Happineſs of thoſe Creatures which he vo- 


luntarily produced. His favourite Creature 
Man, he made not to continue a perpetual Re- 
ſidence here on Earth, but finiſhed the nobler 


Part of him, his Soul, of a Subſtance ſuperior 
to the Power of Death, and capable of exiſt. 


ing to an infinite Duration, As this 'World 
therefore is only a State of Probation, to pre- 
pare him for a better; He has given him 
Rules, by the Obſervance of which, he may 
ſafely be conducted to it. Some (according 
to the Apoſtle's Phraſe) he has engraven upon 
the Tables of our Hearts, which are called the 


Laws of Nature; Others he has been pleaſed - 


to deliver to us by Divine Revelation, of the 
ſame, or greater Importance than the former. 
In our Compliance with theſe Laws conſiſts the 

| whole 
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whole of Religion, as comprehending our Du- 
ties to, God, and our Fellow-Creatures : And 
the Obſervance of theſe Duties, and the alter- 
nate Practice of them, ſhould be the Buſineſs 
of our Lives; incumbent equally on the Prince 
with the Subject. This, I fay, ſhould be our 
Employment whilſt on Earth, 


But alas ! If we look Abroad into theWorld, 
we ſee the Behaviour of the greateſt Part of 
Mankind fo different and regardleſs of theſe 
Duties, as if they were entirely ignorant of 
them, How little (in all appearance) is God in 
their Thoughts ? Whoſe Name is (I am afraid) 
oftner uſed that it may be fallify*d than adored, 
Whilſt Self-Intereſt, Treachery and Oppreſſion, 
are too frequently the Scope of their Actions. 
This being too evidently the Caſe, how re- 
quiſite is it, that he that Ruleth over ſuch Men, 
ſhould Rule them in the Fear of the Lord ? 


As before in the Affair of Juſtice, ſo here in 
Religion, will his Authority awe them, and his 
Example forward and excite them to the Wor- 
ſhip of God their Maker. A Religious Prince 
will naturally form his Court to a like Diſpoſi- 
tion of Manners; which is the readieſt Channel 
to derive the ſame Behaviour throughout his 
Dominions. For as in private Economy, the 
good Order and Regulation of a Family de- 

| pends 
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pends upon the virtuous Deportment of the 
Maſter; ſo will a National Virtue be diffuſed 
and propagated. by the happy Influence of 4 
Religious Sovereign, In this View we may 
look upon a Nation as one great Family, di- 
reed by, and united under one common Fa- 
ther. N 5 


But when a Prince conſiders that it is one of 
his Titles to be the Head of the Church, Reli- 
gion is certainly then more immediately under 
his Care, and he will be watchful to be a dili - 
gent Defender of the Faith of Cbriſt. The 
Church in all its Grievances flies to him (as its 
numſing Father) for Protection; to be a Shield 
againſt its Enemies, to heal its Breaches and 
Diviſions, and to guard its Miniſters from 
Wrong and Oppreſſion, that they may peace - 
ably charge _ ſeveral Offices. 


Laſtly, A Prince nk be Religious, as he 
muſt anſwer. for himfelf and his own Conduct, 
before the Almighty Governor of the World; 
and therefore he ſhould behave in regard to 
him with that Submiſſion and Humility as be- 
comes a Creature entirely dependent: To at- 
tribute all his Succeſſes, how great ſoever, to 
the Conduct and Permiſſion of Providence: To 
think lowly of himſelf, when the Almighty is 
in his Thoughts: Which that he may be the 

hy of 
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dftner, he will have daily Occaſion to be re? 
+ his'own high Station in Life : And 
the ſhould conſider how much is ex- 
pected of him from Heaven, who committed 
this Power to him. The ſacred Writings will 
furniſh him with Examples of Both kinds of 
Princes z more remarkably, He may there find 
David and Solomon, expreſſing with great Trou- 
ble their own Deviations ſometimes from the 
Rule in my Text, and again exulting beyond 
Meaſure, -when they were conſctous of 
ated according to the Will of God. He may 
there ſee,” that the Lord will be King, be the un- 
godly never ſo impatient ; which we ſee in 1/aiah 
the roth Chapter, when he puniſhed the ſtout 
Heart of the King of Afyria, and the Glory 
of his high T ooks, for a Vanity peculiar to 
Tyrants and bad Princes; for when he had 
gained a Victory over the Rebellious 1/raelites, 
he thought not of Heaven, whoſe Inſtrument 
he was, but proudly boaſted; By the Strength of 
my Hand I have done this great Thing, and by 
mine own Wiſdom I have ſubdued the World, for 
J am prudent ;, therefore did the Lord of Hoſts 
ſend amongſt his Fat Ones Leanneſs ; and under 
Glory kindled a . like the a 7 a 
Fire. | 


| Having thus endeavoured to lay before you 
ſome Reaſons why a King ſhould be Juſt and 
| D Religious, 
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Religious give me leave to ſhew, in the third 
ind laſt Place, the great Miſchiefs arifing from 
Injuſtice: and ec = n 
ee f . . 


The Fanden of the Univerſe; SI 
ing how prone and liable Men are. to theſe 
Sins, from ſeveral Motives and Paſſions, has 
given us a very expreſs Direction to prevent all 
Abuſes of this kinds Levit. xix. 15. Le ball 
do m Unrighteouſneſs in Fudgment, thou ſhalt not 
reſpect the Perſon ef the Poor, nor honour the 
Perſon of the Mighty, but in Righteouſneſs fhalt 
thou judge thy Neighbour. This Rule of Equity 
is not confin'd: to Judges and Magiſtrates only, 
but equally concerns Men of all Conditions, 
according to their ſeveral Opportunities and 
Abilities.” It may be exerciſed, in great Variety 
of Occurrences in Life, amongſt private Per- 
ſons; and it is the beſt Security, as well as the 
chief Ornament of every well-ordered Society. 
Its Influences are immediately felt and per- 
ceived,: by the Peace and Quiet which it na- 
rurally produces, It is an in-born Principle, 
which directs us to the Exerciſe of Juſtice, 
and Men muſt do Violence to their Natures 
before they can act in Contradiction to it. 
Nay, even Prejudice itſelf, (blind as it is re- 
preſented to be) often diſcerns its own falſe Be- 
n it does not be- 
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have according to Fra and n. * 
. N 


But . ain fully the Beay- 
ties of this Virtue, let us view it in contraſt 
with the oppoſite Vices, of wanton. Oppreſſion, 
or niggardly Injuſtice ; either of them Crimes 
againſt God's general Providence: For he hag 
ſo plentifully ſtored the Earth with all Things 
neceſſary for the Suſtenance and Comfort of 
the whole Race of Mankind, that would 
Men but be contented with a Sufficiency alone, 
there would not be ſo frequently heard ſuch 
Murmurs and Complainings in our Streets. , This 
was a Grievance holy David obſerved in his 
Time, as we perceive from P/alm exliv. the 
Cauſe of which he gives us, ver. 8. Becauſe the 
Right Hands of great Numbers were Rigbt Hands 
of Iniquity. But how little Grounds there can 
be for this ungenerous Sin of Oppreſſion, the 
Almighty's gracious Covenant and Promiſe with 
Noah and his Poſterity will abundantly. ſhew 
us, as we find it recorded, Gen. viii. 22. H bile 
the Earth remaineth, ſays the Lord, Seed Time 
and Harveſt, and Cold and Heat, and Summer 
and Winter ſball not ceaſe, i. e. All that Variety 
of the Seaſons which is neceſſary to produce 
the ſeveral Kinds of the Fruits of the Earths 
ſhall not fail of their uſual Influences and Ef- 
fects, which are convenient for the Uſe and 
D 2  Suſtenance 
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Suſtenance of Mankind, provided they. uſe 


proper Diligence in their Stations and Callings ; 
and have Gratitude enough to adore their So- 


vereign Benefactor, and acknowledge him to 


be the Giver of all good Gifts, Yet moſt Men, 


we find, through an ambitious, a graſping, or 
an unſatisfied Diſpoſition, - imagine that they 
can take better Care of themſelves, than the 
Almighty is either able or willing to do for 
them. They are induſtrious to make abun- 

dant Provifion for that Life, which it is not 
in their Power one Moment to preſerve but 
by the Divine Permiſſion: Or if natural Cala- 
mities and Accidents have been pretty well 
guarded againſt by a prudent Caution, ſtill 
Emulation and the Itch of Power and Supe- 
riority make them reſtleſs and vexatious to 
each other, againſt all natural Equity as well 
as the Divine Laws. But is not this the Fault 
of Men's corrupt Tempers, affecting more than 
they can virtuouſly enjoy, and ſtarving others 
to live themſelves in an imaginary Plenty? 
But will not the Lord of all the Earth do 
Right to ſuch iniquitous Miſcreants? Will he 
not deprive. them of a right Spirit truly to 
reliſh whatever is poſſeſſed through Injuſtice, 
by infuſing into their Hearts a rapacious Diſ- 

poſition, which is its own Tormenter, and in- 


troduces a Gloomineſs in the very Sunſhine of 
Fortune. 


Solomon 


LCL if 
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.: Sells therefore has wiſely db; That 
| detter is a little with Righteonſneſs, than great 
' Revenues without Right, Prov. xvi. 8. For if 
Men act contrary to the Evidence and Light 


of Conſcience, Remorſe and Anxiety will fa. 


tigue it, and fill it with melancholy Apprehen. 
ſions, which neither the Charms of Wealth 


and Power, nor the Interchanges of Amuſe- 


ments and Pleaſures, can ſoften and entirely 
lull to Sleep. But the Mind which behaves 
with Truth and Integrity, without Prejudice 
or Partiality, moy*d by Reaſon, and the facred 
Precepts of Scripture ; ſuch a Conduct (not- 
withſtanding Violence and Oppreſſion againſt 
it) is the ſecureſt Method to bring a Man Peace 
at the loft, 


* Inſtead of this, obſerve a Man of an oppreſ- 
ſive Diſpoſition, who, one would think, ſuſ- 
pected either the Truth or the Ability of Pro- 
vidence to ſuſtain him : He places his Depen- 
dence and his Hopes in his own Diſcretion, 
contrary to the Sentiments of the truly Reli- 
gious in all Ages. This Security under God's 
Favour, is nobly expreſſed by Fob, chap. xxxiv. 
ver. 29. When He [the Almighty] giveth Quiet- 
neſs, who then can make Trouble ? When be hideth 
his Face, who then can behold him, whether it be 
anne againſt a Nation, or a Man only ? In theſe 

Words 


i 


A 
Words are repreſented God's uncontroulable 
Will and Sovereignty in his Diſpoſal of all hu- 
man Events. Therefore Men's Intentions, e- 
ſpecially when they are of an evil Tendency, 
are not always in their Power to execute: But 
the Event of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, fre- 
quently turns againſt the Contrivers of them. 
This was long ſince obſerved by Solomon: The 
Robbery of the Wicked ſhall deſtroy them, becauſe 
they refuſe to de Fudgment. In which Place, as 
well as in other Parts of - Scripture, Fudgment 
ſignifies that equitable Behaviour which it is all 
Men's Duty to ſhew towards one another. But 
more particularly, the noted. Story of Haman 
and Mordecai muſt immediately occur to your 
Thoughts upon this Occaſion, (as it is recited 
in the Book of Eſther, chap. v.) Haman, tho? 
he was in full Poſſeſſion of all the Power and 
Magnificence that the Liberality of a great 
Prince King Abaſuerus ] could confer upon 
him, yet we find the ambitious Wretch com- 
plaining, chap. v. ver. 13. That all this availed 
him nothing, ſo long as be ſaw Mordecai the Few 


. fitting at the King's Gate; therefore he imme- 


diately contrived his Deſtruction, but his Wick- 
edneſs fell upon his own Head: For we read, 
chap. vii. ver, 10, that the treacherous and 
deſigning Hamen was hang' d upon that very 
Gallows which he had prepared for the faith- 
tul and honeſt Mordecai : And it-ought to be, 

the 
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the Wiſh and Judgment of every good Man, 


that fuch iniquitous Stratagems and evil Ma- 
chinations may always meet with the ne 
Fate. 


From what has been faid under this Head 
it may be fafely affirmed, that Oppreſſion 
in private Perſons is a Crime as deteſtable 
as Tyranny in a Prince, ſubverſive of all 
Law and Order and the true End of Go» 
vernment. For Men at firſt united them- 
ſelves into Bodies or Societies to prevent this 
Evil of Oppreſſion; And Regulations and 
Laws were publiſhed from Time to Time to 

prevent Injuſtice, in whatever Shape it might 
appear. Theſe have for their Foundation the 
Law of Nature, which (as before obſerved) 
ſuppoſes the Earth to be ſufficiently ſtock'd 
for the Support, and repleniſhed with a Variety 
for the Comfort of its numerous Inhabitants, 
Should therefore avaricious Tempers ariſe, who 
like Ahab reſolve to have Naboth's Vineyard, 
though even Murder muſt be firſt committed 
to make room for the unjuſt Poſſeſſion ; what 
Peace or Security could the World enjoy, un- 
leſs ſuch unconſcionable Diſpoſitions were re- 
ſtrained and confined within Bounds, by whole- 
ſome Regulations, enforced by proper Autho- 
rity ? For we perceive that the Laws of 'God, 
and the Threats and Rewards annex'd to them, 


have 
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have not that Influence upon many Minds, as 
the immediate Puniſhments for Villany, which 
are provided and denounced againſt it by human 
Laws. But it is St. Paul's Doctrine to. the 
Romans, chap. xiii. ver. 5. That Men muſt be 
ſubje& not only for Wrath, but alſo for Conſcience 
ſake : The Meaning of which Paſſage is, That 
Men are to be obedient to the Form of Go- 
vernment under which they live: For they are 
to be accountable to God. for their Tranſgreſ- 
fions at his final Judgment, altho* they may 
ſuffer here likewiſe by the Magiſtrate*'s Autho- 
rity. For Oppreſſion is a Breach of the Divine 
Laws, and cannot eſcape the Diſpleaſure of the 
Author of them; though perhaps it may be 
ſupported by Power or Artifice enough, to 
evade the Laſh appointed for it by human In- 


junctions, though never ſo cautiouſly worded 
and intended, 


Having thus finiſhed the three Particulars 
from my. Text, I ſhall conclude with a very 
ſhort * 


It olainly appearing from what has been faid, 
as well as from the Nature and End of Go- 
vernment, that the Duties of Prince and Peo- 
ple are Reciprocal ; let it be conſidered, that 
as It 13 the Part of the one to ſupport and en- 
courage True Religion, and to advance the In- 

| tereſt 
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tereſt of his Subjects, by preſerving an impar- 
tial Equality in the Execution of the Laws; 
ſo is it no leſs ſo of the other, (from the 
cleareſt Reaſon and Policy in the World, and 
by the ſtrongeſt Injunctions of Religion) to 
Honour the King, to pay a proper Duty and 
Deference to his high Character, to which he 
has been raiſed by the Order of Government, 
by the regalar Claim of Royal Birth-right, as 
well as the Voice of the People, and, laſtly, by 
the Sanction of Divine Providence. And we 
cannot but remember, that his Majeſty, from 
his earlieſt Declarations, aſſured us, That he had 
no Intereſts ſeparate from thoſe of his People, 
and that the known Laws of the Realm ſhould 
be the Guide and Meaſure of his Government, 
as. rightly diſtinguiſhing that Laws are not a 
Diminution but a proper Direction of Power. 
Thus, ſo long as we are in no Danger of any 
arbitrary Encroachments, or illegal Stretch of 
the Prerogative on his Side; ſo long, we hope, 
we are (for this Reaſon) ſafe from any Diſ- 
turbance or -Licentiouſneſs in the People; and 
from a political Behaviour, thus mutually regu- 
lated, may thoſe Bleſſings be reaſonably ex- 
pected which are moſt deſirable both to King 
and People. | 


May I juſt beg leave to exhort you, that 
you would cultivate ſuch a Diſpoſition of Mind 
E as 
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30 
as will procure Peace, and Friendſhip, and Love 
one amongſt another: For when the Mind is 
thus diſpoſed, it will not be drawn away by 


any intemperate Heat in itſelf, or deluſive Ar- 


guments in others, to Sedition, and Tumult, 
and lawleſs Liberty; but will wiſely conſider, 


that though there muſt be Inconveniencies in 


the beſt conſtituted Governments, yet the Qver- 


ballance of Advantages which ariſes from it 


will always be ſufficient to keep them quiet 
and obedient, and to live peaeeable Lives in all 
Godlineſs and Honeſty. 


Now the Gad of all Mercy and Patience give 
every one of us the Wiſdom and Grace to 
know and to do, in this our Day, the Things 
that belong to our Peage,, before, they be hid 
from our Eyes, for the Sake of our Bleſſed 
Saviour and Redeemer 3, ta whom, &c. 
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